South Australian Iris Society
Meetings held the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Goodwood Community Centre 7.30pm 

Members welcome from 7pm

Office Bearers 2009

President: Nell Tanner 8535 8218 (a.h.)
Vice President: Sandra Westbrook 8271 4448
Secretary – Correspondence: Sandra Westbrook 
Secretary – Minutes: Sue Stribley 8280 7338
Treasurer: Marg Jenkins 8536 2397
Newsletter Editor: Pat Toolan: 8564 8286
Show Committee Convenor: Marg Jenkins
Libarian: Luke White
Trading Table: Rhonda Burg
Raffle Convenor: Nancye Kopunic
Monthly Steward & Judges Roster: John Turner with assistance from Roger Bradley
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March Newsletter
The SAIS AGM was held on 24th February and as you can see I have taken on the position of the SAIS Newsletter Editor.  Thank you to the past Executive and welcome to the new Executive.
As your new Newsletter Editor you will get a few snippets of history, news or tips on this front page that might come my way during the month. 

The photo opposite is the front cover of the C. G. van Tubergen Jr., 1914 catalogue showing regelia hybrids.

The scan was received from a plants-person in Holland (member of the Scottish Rock Garden Club Forum of which we are both members) who has been visiting the Wageningen Library seeking out old iris references for me with an emphasis on aril and regelia hybrids released by Dutch nurseries. 
I am hoping that the Aril Society International will be able to update their Illustrated Checklist with new old information on different cultivars and photos of those not illustrated already. This plants-person has photographed documents including some which are more than 200 years old. In return for this library’s free access through my contact ASI Yearbooks will be donated to this library as a thank you.
From Australian Iris Society Your Newsletter New Series No.1, Nov. 1958 
“South Australian Iris Gardens

From Miss Julie Resch of Hawthorn, Vic. comes a report of a visit to the garden of Mr. R. D. Sprinkston in Millswood, South Australia, where many fine blooms were seen. She writes…”Outstanding amongst the new importations were Tell’s Swan Ballet, a beautifully ruffled white; Bang, a red of such quality that it commanded attention from one end of the garden to the other; Regina Maria, a blue of exceptional colour from Hinkle of U.S.A.; Kissin Kin – white with red beard and yellow markings on the haft; First Violet – a Dykes Medal winner, really lovely; Frost and Flame, really striking; white with a geranium red beard”.  

Miss Resch also mentioned Organdie Ruffles, Violet Harmony, With Love, Cream Chiffon and Fabu as being worthy of attention, and spoke of the interesting seedlings of Mr. Sprinkston’s showing many colour breaks. “A pure white with deep purple lines on the falls was very attractive. Another had golden standards and heavily marked falls, and another an elongated beard which protruded like horns. We understand the U.S.A. growers are much interested in this latter variety”. 

A visit was also made to Mr. Cole’s garden “just across the road, … where a great display of iris blooms made every corner of the garden a blaze of colour”. 
My tall bearded and arilbred irises are all surviving but would benefit greatly from a good rain. Arils have not started to show movement above ground yet but there is a little movement below ground with increases forming. Let us all hope for a good rainfall that will top up reservoirs, rivers, dams, groundwater and rainwater tanks.  Now is a good time to sow iris seeds and to get in fertilizer for applying after rain.

*****Remember: The next meeting is 24th March. Members will be able to learn the finer arts of photography from Rob Fairweather. Friends are always welcome.
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