South Australian Iris Society

PO Box 355, Highgate SA 5063

Meetings held the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Goodwood Community Centre 7.30pm 

Members welcome from 7pm

Office Bearers 2011
President: Nell Tanner 83891117


Vice President: Sandra Westbrook 8271 4448

Secretary: Viv Bradley 83815724


           Newsletter Editor: Pat Toolan: 85 648286 
Treasurer: Geoff Stribley 8280 7338


Show Committee Convenor: Julia Jacobs

Librarian (Acting): Neil & Pauline Smith

Raffle Convenor: Nancye Kopunic

Trading Table: Rhonda Burg




Monthly Steward & Judges Roster: John Turner 
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The only irises flowering for me at the moment are: Iris unguicularis – variegated form (above left) and the regular normal pale blue (not shown). The other two photos show the patch of the juno Iris planifolia which has been flowering on and off for at least a month. Both seem to be easy iris species to grow.

I noticed an old tall bearded variety flowering in a house just up the road. I must stop to photograph it – and maybe ask for a piece. 

The BIS Species Group Winter Bulletin 2010/11 arrived this week. There is always much of interest in their publications. This one deals with quite a few junos. The next bulletin will deal with Iris unguicularis and Iris foetidissma.
I was thrilled to see that the BIS Species Group ‘A Guide to Species Irises’ which was published in 1997 as a hardcover at a fairly steep price has now become available through Amazon print on demand. It is a reprint – not an updated version – in a soft cover version for about $65 whereas the hardcover if available is $275. It has been my species bible since first receiving my copy when it came out originally. I suggest that if it is not in the SA Iris Society Library it should be purchased.
Another article which I found of interest was a reprint and update of a query that first appeared on the Scottish Rock Garden Club forum from a member of the international security forces responsible for security in Afghanistan. Juan had found an iris that he wanted to get identified. Juan did a google search and found the Pacific Rim Native Plant Nursery and then correspondence between a number of eminent plant people such as Brian Mathew, Jim Waddick and Tony Hall at Kew resulted in the iris being identified as Iris stocksii which was believed to be now a “fabled iris”. Tony Hall now has plant material at Kew to try to cultivate.

Another interesting snippet that I would like to share is that I was contacted recently by a Heritage Roses member in NSW about his HRIAI membership (I am now the HRIAI Membership Secretary). He used to grow arils thirty years ago. He still has seed from then that he needs to try to germinate. How exciting!
This last weekend I extracted some Iris atropurpurea seedlings from their testtubes – now to see if they survive.
Next Meeting: 
