South Australian Iris Society
PO Box 355, Highgate SA 5063
Meetings held the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Goodwood Community Centre 7.30pm 

Members welcome from 7pm

Office Bearers 2009

President: Nell Tanner 8535 8218 (a.h.)


Vice President: Sandra Westbrook 8271 4448

Secretary – Minutes: Sue Stribley 8280 7338

Newsletter Editor: Pat Toolan: 8564 8286

Treasurer: Marg Jenkins 8536 2397


Librarian: Luke White

 Show Committee Convenor: Marg Jenkins

Raffle Convenor: Nancye Kopunic

Trading Table: Rhonda Burg




Monthly Steward & Judges Roster: John Turner with assistance from Roger Bradley
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These three woodcut prints were taken from the Journal of Horticulture and Cottage Gardener July 2, 1885 – kindly loaned to me by Dr. Robert Swinbourne. Thank you so much Rob for sharing your wonderful collection.
The first is labelled Iris atropurpurea but clearly it is not the oncocyclus iris that we know today – it is one of the Iris germanica forms known as atropurpurea back then.
“The species, Iris germanica, is a self, having purplish-blue standards and purple falls. This may be the progenitor of the many fine varieties we now possess, but as all the broad-leaved Irises pass under the broad title of I. germanica it is doubtful; indeed,  we have the varieties of several species included under that head, as amoena, aphylla, neglecta, pallida, squallens, and variegata, the last being a fine plant for isolated specimens on grass, and these are so intermingled as to be almost impossible of separation, though it many be noted in the flower or their marking, together forming a group of matchless beauty. Amongst the most noteworthy is the one chosen as representing the type- viz., I. atropurpurea (fig.1) the flowers of which, both of its standards and falls, are rich purple – very fine indeed, and as sweet as Lily of the Valley. It is one of the earliest flowering, and one of the freest.”

The middle one is titled Iris Gracchus “is a faithful representation, the standards being lemon or yellowish white, falls pale yellow and richly marked or reticulated with purplish crimson. It is dwarf in growth and free flowering, well deserving the first-class certificate recently accorded to it by the Royal Horticultural Society.” 

The right hand one is titled Iris Madame Chereau – “In white forms, which are always appreciated, we have the very beautiful feathered variety represented in the engraving (fig. 3) – viz., Madame Chereau, white edged and feathered with violet, rendering it quite charming, and it flowers very freely.” 
Next meeting: 28th July 2009
Guest Speaker:  Jan Forrest, Butterfly Society
Floral Art Theme:   Touch of Frost
Judges:  Cuts – Colleen Modra;  Floral Art – Edna Pongrac

Supper Roster:  Rosemary Turner & Viv Rush






