South Australian Iris Society
PO Box 355, Highgate SA 5063

Meetings held the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Goodwood Community Centre 7.30pm 

Members welcome from 7pm

Office Bearers 2009

President: Nell Tanner 8535 8218 (a.h.)

Vice President: Sandra Westbrook 8271 4448

Secretary – Correspondence: Sandra Westbrook    Secretary – Minutes: Sue Stribley 8280 7338

Treasurer: Marg Jenkins 8536 2397


Newsletter Editor: Pat Toolan: 8564 8286

 Show Committee Convenor: Marg Jenkins
Librarian: Luke White

Trading Table: Rhonda Burg


Raffle Convenor: Nancye Kopunic

Monthly Steward & Judges Roster: John Turner with assistance from Roger Bradley

December 2009/January 2010 News
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The trip to Central Otago for the NZ Iris Society National Convention was like a visit to another world – to a climate that is never more than the low 30ºC in summer but with snow in winter – less rainfall but with snow on mountains which surround much of this part of NZ and numerous rivers, with hydro electric stations where the rivers have been dammed. Plenty of water for the local gardens. If I ever had to move…….!

Just a few of my many photos taken in the NZ south island. Above photos were taken in artist/author and eccentric DeValla Gore’s garden near Arrowtown – one of the best of the many gardens visited during convention. None of the irises were labelled so I do not know what the above may be. DeValla gave us a potted history of her finding some old churches being demolished, buying them, then the mishaps transporting the parts back to Arrowtown and creating her bit of heaven with her young son. Numerous of her quirky books were for sale. So many lovely older tall bearded in great sweeps in most of the gardens.
The packets of aril cross seed which I took to NZ, with the approval of NZ MAF, were eagerly and keenly bidded on after my presentation on arils in their native habitats. The proceeds of their sale went to the Central Otago group who kindly invited and hosted my visit. A very sincere thank you must go to Pamela McGeorge, Joyce Brown, Anne Cook and Jo Wakelin who made my visit so enjoyable.
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  McRae’s garden

Next Meeting: 24th February 2010 (including AGM)






