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August 2011 Newsletter
Nancye asked me to reprint an article that she found very interesting on how to build a raised bed which would be equally suitable for oncocyclus, regelia and juno/scorpirus irises. It was written by ASI member John Baumfalk and has appeared (in full) in ASI, AIS, and SIGNA publications. John kindly sent me the original document and photos which I have edited and reduced for our Newsletter.

“I had built 2 raised Aril beds previously. One was twelve inches high with 2 three inch layers of sand applied and tilled into the native soil; that was topped with a three inch layer of large pea gravel. The second was raised five inches with a two inch layer of crushed Moline limestone tilled into the soil, and this second bed was topped with a two inch layer of the Moline limestone.

             My most recent plan consisted of building a large bed raised eight inches above the ground and framed with stack stones used for landscaping, then filling in this area with amended soil that would meet the growing conditions of these types of irises.

First I moved out all the existing plantings in that area then tilled and levelled the ground.  Next I built the raised wall of stack stones around the perimeter and let the tilled soil rest for one month.

After letting the soil rest, I brought home three cubic yards of mixed sand and gravel, which I dumped in a pile on my property.  I wheelbarrowed enough of the sand and gravel mix to the bed to place a two inch layer on top of the previously tilled soil inside the raised walls and tilled that into the existing soil.  I then added a second two inch layer of the sand and gravel mix to the top of that layer, added powdered dolomite lime on top of that, and tilled the area again. A third two inch layer of the sand and gravel mix was added on top of that and levelled, at which point I let the soil sit for a week-and-a-half.  Rain fell during that time, which helped the mix to settle.  Having discovered that the amended soil drained well after the rain, I decided not to add an additional layer of pea gravel on top of the new bed.  Good drainage is the key to the survival of these irises of more than one half aril blood.  And the dolomite provides the calcium and magnesium elements the plants need.”
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