South Australian Iris Society
PO Box 355, Highgate SA 5063

Meetings held the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Goodwood Community Centre 7.30pm 

Members welcome from 7pm

Office Bearers 2009

President: Nell Tanner 8535 8218 (a.h.)


Vice President: Sandra Westbrook 8271 4448

Secretary – Minutes: Sue Stribley 8280 7338

Newsletter Editor: Pat Toolan: 8564 8286

Treasurer: Marg Jenkins 8536 2397


Librarian: Luke White

 Show Committee Convenor: Marg Jenkins

Raffle Convenor: Nancye Kopunic

Trading Table: Rhonda Burg




Monthly Steward & Judges Roster: John Turner with assistance from Roger Bradley
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A recent acquisition is an old book The Book of the Iris by R Irwin Lynch published in 1904. I was surprised and delighted to see that it covered the oncocyclus and regelia irises very well. There was also a good chapter by Henry Ewbank on the cultivation of these irises. Mr Ewbank must have been a man of means as he had a gardener and was able to source most of the available arils of the time. He thought that he had the cultivation down really well. One tip that I had not come across before was that he wanted the growing mix in his raised frames to be really compacted so he had men stamp up and down on pieces of wood on top of the frames. He was doing so well until he allowed his gardener to water the irises with animal manure. It must have been pretty strong as he lost ALL his plants and had to start again. 
A few old prints found on the internet. From the left is: Iris pumila illustrated in The Botanical Magazine Vol 1 1787 plate 9. Middle: Iris ewbankiana from The Gardener’s Chronicle 1901. Right is Iris atropurpurea from The Gardener’s Chronicle 1889.
Iris pumila is one of those delightful front of the border small pogon irises that clump up nicely and can come in a range of colours from purple as shown to cream, yellow, white, bronze and blue-violet. Likes plenty of sun, a gritty, alkaline soil with a bit of fertilizer as it quickly exhausts available supplies.
Iris ewbankiana is named after Henry Ewbank but is now known as Iris acutiloba subsp. lineolata. 

This is an oncocyclus that could be grown here – I do have a small plant that I am hoping will flower.

And the reliable (for me) oncocyclus Iris atropurpurea which is starting to flower now. An oncocyclus that naturally occurs in sand dunes not far from the sea in Israel.
Next meeting: 25th August 2009

Guest Speaker:  Virginia Kennett – Mediterranean Garden

Floral Art Theme:   Welcome Spring

Judges:  Cuts – Sue Stribley;  Floral Art – Marg Jenkins

Supper Roster:  Edna & John Pongrac
Show Committee Report - July 2009

The Show Schedule has been completed and is ready for distribution.

A section for potted iris has been added.

Entries will be taken by phone to John Turner and email to Marg Jenkins.

Ian Barry has been asked to judge the bearded and seedling sections with our own judges to share the remaining cut sections.  We are awaiting Ian’s reply.

Floral designs will be judged by Chris Lee.

Sue Stribley has designed a colourful flier for notice boards and sending to garden clubs.

The committee has decided to offer rhizomes to Urrbrae school as thanks for displaying our poster each year prior to the show.

Artist Beryl Roberts is no longer well enough to hold a stall this year.  Jen McCallum (who does lovely floral paintings including iris) has registered an interest in having a stall in Beryl’s place and will advise soon if she is able to do this.

Sponsors are being contacted for vouchers for prizes.

Advertising in magazines has been forwarded with little result so far.

Next show committee meeting will be held on 20th August.

Helpers needed for set up Friday 23rd at 1pm and take down Sunday 25th at 3.45pm.  
Please contact a member of the show committee if you are able to help.

