SOUTH AUSTRALIAN IRIS SOCIETY

Minutes of General Meeting held 23rd March 2010 at 7.30 pm

At the Goodwood Community Centre

WELCOME: 
The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm
APOLOGIES:   Pat Toolan, Sandra Westbrook, Ann Head, Shirley Gordon, Peg Lane, Rosemary Turner, Nancye Kopunic, Max Jacobs
MINUTES:

Minutes of the meeting held 23rd February 2010:  Moved Trish Langdon, seconded Julia Jacobs that minutes be accepted.   Carried.  
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
· Neutrog pricing – still waiting on communication from Neutrog.
· Accreditation of judges for show bench only – Year Book indicates that judges are accredited for show bench judging only in other Australian states.
· 20 year celebration:   Various locations and restaurants suggested.  John Turner proposed that Society could possibly subsidise costs for members.   Moved Pauline Smith, seconded John Turner that Executive Committee research venues and costs.  Carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT
February financial statement presented by Treasurer.  Moved Geoff Stribley, seconded Marg Jenkins that the treasurers report be received.  Carried.  Treasurer pointed out that $12 of our annual subscription is taken up by Year Book costs.
Verbal financial report for the 2009 Show was given.   Advertising costs are one of the larger expense items.  It was suggested that the show committee arrange for Malcolm Campbell to include an item in his Messenger article.
Accounts for payment outlined.  Moved Geoff Stribley, seconded Joy Maxwell that accounts be paid.  Carried.

CORRESPONDENCE IN
· Garden Clubs of Australia – subscription form and sales brochure

· Adelaide Zoo – renewal of sponsorship of deer.  Moved Marg Jenkins, seconded Colleen Modra that sponsorship be continued.  Carried.
· Festival of Flowers Organising Committee – Festival of Flowers 17th & 18th April

· Herb Society of SA – Autumn Salvia Sale – 2nd May

· British Iris Society – Year Book and Spring newsletter
· American Iris Society Bulletin

· Garden Clubs of Australia Quarterly Magazine

· New South Wales Iris Society newsletter

· Western Australian Iris Society newsletter and minutes

Moved John Turner, seconded Marg Jenkins that correspondence be accepted.  Carried.

As the librarian was an apology for the meeting concern was expressed that a number of items received in correspondence were consequently not available for borrowing.  It was agreed that an Assistant librarian should be appointed to assist as required when our Librarian is absent.  It was also agreed that the library should only be open before and after meeting so the librarian is not tied up during the proceedings of the meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE OUT

Nil
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
· John Turner presented a report on the 2009 monthly cut flower and floral art competitions.  

2009 Judging Results were:
Floral Art:  1st Edna Pongrac, 2nd John Turner, 3rd Viv Rush, 4th Jim Nairn

Garden Cuts:  1st John Turner, 2nd Julia Jacobs, 3rd Colleen Modra, 4th John Pongrac, 
5th Jim Nairn.

· President reported on her discussions with Barry Blyth.  He is willing to come to SA and speak for a day on hybridizing and Americian iris garden growers.  Members were happy with suggestion of long weekend in June.  Executive Committee to make necessary arrangements.

· Colleen expressed thanks to Neutrog who have supplied product for the Trial Garden.

· Pauline Smith introduced her friend Jenny Sorell who was attending the meeting as a guest.

· Marg Jenkins outlined reasons for brief financial report at Annual General Meeting.   An overview of accounts can be shown to members if required.

BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday in March to Peg & Harold Lane, Joy Maxwell, Edna Pongrac, Trish Langdon, Sandra Westbrook, Pam Hilton, Roger Bradley, Lucy Burg 
SHOW & TELL
Marg Jenkins:  Set of three canisters with irises.  To be auctioned at meeting.
Julia Jacobs:  Iris clock – from op shop.

JUDGING

Floral Art (Judge:  Edna Pongrac)

1st  John Turner, 2nd  Viv Rush

Garden Cuts (Judge: Marg Jenkins)

Multiple floret:  1st John Pongrac - Camellia “Sparkling Burgundy”, 2nd John Turner - Rose “Athena”, 3rd John Turner - Aster.  

Single cut:  
1st Julia Jacobs - Daylily “Midnight Raider”, 2nd John Pongrac - Camellia “Sizzler”, 
3rd John Turner - Rose “Princess de Monaco.

The 2010 Judging roster has been prepared and will circulated.

An Auction of the set of canisters brought to the meeting by Marg Jenkins was conducted -   Successful bidder was Constance Stirling, with proceeds to the Society.
NEXT MEETING

27th April
Guest Speaker, Craig Lowe was introduced to the meeting.
Craig outlined his position as Horticultural Supervisor at Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens & Wittunga, as well as being President of the Lilium & Bulb society.  He has been in the horticulture industry for 24 years and worked at Mt Lofty for the past four years.  
Mt Lofty Botanical Gardens are 620m above sea level, cover 97 hectares, receive 1200 ml rain per year and is self sufficient for water mostly provided by the lake (30ft-40ft deep) with 22 km of water pipe providing water to the gardens.  The gardens were purchased by state government in late 1940s and developed from 1950s to 1977 when it was opened to the public. 

A slide show was presented with many landscape views of the gardens and various specific areas.  Magnolia Gully: Several slides of collection of magnolias – end August/early September best time for viewing.   
Fern Gully:  surrounded by rainforest plants and tall canopy, mainly stringybarks, to provide required microclimate.  Many tree ferns.    
Rhododendron Gully:  Flower late August September/October.  Many and varied colours and forms of rhododendrons and azaleas. 
South East Asia area; hosts many camellia species. 

Slides of spring flowering plants - field of bluebells, daffodils, flowering pears, as well as slides of some of the wildlife that lives in the gardens. 
First two weeks of April best time to visit for autumn colour.  
Prescribed burning is carried out periodically in the gardens.

The President and members thanked Craig for his talk.

