SOUTH AUSTRALIAN IRIS SOCIETY

Minutes of General Meeting held 27th April 2010 at 7.30 pm

At Goodwood Community Centre

WELCOME:
The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm  
APOLOGIES:   Pat Toolan, Pam Hilton, Pat Crouch, Max Jacobs, Colleen Modra, Terry Pomeroy, Rosemary Turner, Marlene Gibson 
MINUTES:

Acceptance of minutes of meeting held 23rd March 2010.  Moved Pauline Smith, Seconded Viv Bradley that minutes be accepted.  Carried. 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
· All business arising was referred to the Executive Committee Meeting report under Other Business.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Moved Geoff Stribley, Seconded Roger Bradley that Treasurer’s report as circulated with the minutes be accepted.  Carried.

Accounts for payment were outlined.  Moved Geoff Stribley, seconded Sandra Westbrook that accounts be paid.  Carried.

CORRESPONDENCE IN
· Australian Native Plants Sale – 1st & 2nd May, Adelaide Showgrounds
· WA Iris Society Minutes
· Adelaide Home Show – invitation for Society to have free stall at the Home Show but this is the same weekend as Iris Show weekend)
· Adelaide Zoo – Sponsorship certificate & Zoo Times.  Marg Jenkins reported that she had recently visited the Zoo and noted that the SA Iris Society was included in the acknowledgement of sponsors and that “Iris” was alive and well in the barnyard section.
Moved Sue Stribley, Seconded Julia Jacobs that correspondence be accepted.  Carried.  
CORRESPONDENCE OUT

· Goodwood Community Centre – signed hire agreement
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
· The president reported on the Executive Committee meeting held 8th April.
· Judging School:  To be conducted by Ian Barry on Sunday, 17th October at Julia Jacobs’ residence.  The course will be a refresher for existing judges as well as for any possible new judges and any other members wishing to learn more about displaying their irises.  Lunch, morning and afternoon tea will be supplied.  Cost will be advised.
· 20th Birthday Celebration:  Sandra Westbrook reported on details obtained from Pagoda Chinese Restaurant on Glen Osmond Road.  Menu options outlined, a private room is available, a la carte menu also available for those not interested in the banquet option.  Date Tuesday 3rd August.  Moved Pauline Smith, seconded Viv Rush that we choose $23 menu.  Carried.   Motion at Executive Committee meeting that the Society provide a subsidy for members was lost.
· Assistant librarian position.  Librarian unavailable to open library again this evening.  Pauline & Neil Smith volunteered for the position with Ann Head offering her assistance.  Moved Neil Smith, seconded Pauline Smith that they take over as assistant librarians.  Carried.  
· Barry Blyth visit:  Barry Blyth has been confirmed for Sunday 13th June to speak on hybridizing.  He will be accommodated at Jacobs’ home with talk taking place at Crafers Hall.  A 9.30 am start has been suggested with morning tea and lunch to be provided.  Cost to be advised.  Gardening media also to be invited to attend.
· Book vouchers were awarded to Edna Pongrac (winner of floral art for 2009) and John Turner (winner of cut flower section for 2009).

-
The individual award pertaining to the Gilbert Cole memorial trophy for 2007, the presentation of which had been delayed due to a number of issues, was presented to Ann Head by the President.
Peg Lane advised that Mrs Elmer Cole had recently passed away at the age of 94 years.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday in April to John Turner, Julia Jacobs, Connie Stirling, Viv Bradley and Pat Crouch. 
It was suggested that future applications for membership should include provision for day and month of birth so that records can be updated as required.
SHOW & TELL
Shirley Gordon – rectangular ceramic item on a stand depicting ceramic irises
Edna Pongrac – large framed dutch iris print (which she kindly donated to the Society for use as a show raffle prize); and, bought at an auction today, a handpainted iris vase.
Marg Jenkins – iris t-shirt purchased at the Lucindale field days.
Nancye – advised there are numerous iris plates etc available at the Hahndorf Gallery of Gifts.

JUDGING:
Floral Art (judge - Julia Jacobs)

1st Edna Pongrac, 2nd Edna Pongrac, 3rd Joy Maxwell

Cut Flowers (judge – Sue Stribley)
Bearded Iris stem:  1st Marg Jenkins – Double Shot
Bearded Iris Floret:  2nd John Pongrac – Light Beam
Iridacious stem: 1st John Turner - gladiolus
Garden bloom – single head:  1st Jim Nairn – Protea; 2nd  Marg Jenkins – Rose, Double Delight; 
3rd John Pongrac – rose, Double Delight.

Garden bloom - multiple heads:  1st John Turner - miniature rose, 2nd John Turner - chrysanthemum, 3rd John Turner - Ivy Geranium.
Supper was held prior to introduction of the guest speaker during which a birthday cake was presented to Connie Stirling.

GUEST SPEAKER:  
Paul Dipuglia from Neutrog Australia was introduced to the meeting.
Neutrog is a manufacturer of organic based fertilizer, established 22 years ago at Kanmantoo by Angus Irwin.  50 employees in SA.

Paul outlined the culture and values of the company and how their products are marketed, ie through high profile sites such as Botanic Gardens and AAMI stadium, endorsements, word of mouth via Garden club talks, garden shows and expos, written word (newsletters, database, website, brochures).
The “Poobah Gardening Club” is being established with a newsletter available four times per year and discounts planned for the future which members were invited to join.  Neutrog have also been involved in the publishing of gardening books and a copy of “From the Ground Up”, written in collaboration with Sophie Thomson was presented to the Society for its library.
Compost sites are located at Mannum and Lower Light with composting taking 8-10 weeks.  It is heat and steam treated producing 5-6 tonnes per hour with 4mm pellets as the finished product.
Neutrog is the largest manufacturer in Australia of pelletised fertilizer and products are certified 100% organic.  Each new product is trialed and tested by commercial growers before being released to the retail market.
Sudden Impact is endorsed by nine rose societies and royalties on sales support these societies.  Product was tested over 5 years.  High in potassium compared to nitrogen. Lots of trace elements included in formula.  Ideal for all flowering and fruiting plants, not just roses.  
Sudden Impact for Lawns has high nitrogen, lower in potassium.  Ideal for any green leafy plants.

Strike Back for Orchids - high in potassium, added levels of trace elements because orchids are mostly grown in pots.  
Sudden Impact and Strikeback not suitable for young or stressed plants.  
Seamungus is ideal for unhealthy and recently pruned plants.  Holds approx 65% of its own weight in moisture.  Manufactured from fish, seaweed and manure.  Ideal for natives.
Bounce Back, Rapid Raiser, Upsurge, Blade runner are other established products.
GoGo Juice, which encourages soil activity, is to be released soon.

Various soil conditioners available.

Gardeners should be encouraged to fertilize all year round.

Use Rapid Raiser, Bounce Back, Blade Runner and Seamungus when planting out.

Paul was thanked for his interesting and informative talk.

NEXT MEETING

25th May
