SOUTH AUSTRALIAN IRIS SOCIETY

  Minutes of the General Meeting held 26th May 2009 at 7.30 pm

 at the Goodwood Community Centre
GUEST SPEAKER 
The evening began at 7.30pm with the guest speaker, Erica Morgan from Neutrog. The topic was Soil Health.  (Notes from her talk are detailed at the end of the Minutes of the meeting.)
WELCOME: 
The meeting was opened at 8.30 pm
APOLOGIES:

Nell Tanner, Sue & Geoff Stribley, Trish Langdon, Joy Maxwell, Peg Lane, Rodger Bradley, Marlene Gibson, Pat Toolan, Pat Crouch, Betty Parsons, Luke White
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
· Neutrog – Product has been collected.  Nell will distribute on her return from overseas.
· New PA System – will be available for June meeting

TREASURER’S REPORT
Moved Marg Jenkins, Seconded Rhonda Burg that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  CARRIED.

CORRESPONDENCE IN
· American Iris Society Bulletin

· Garden Clubs of Australia - 2 quarterly journals

· The Reblooming Iris Recorder

· Murray Bridge Orchid Club Show - July 3th, 4th ,5th - Johnstone Park Combined Clubs Hall

· Orchid Club SA Winter Show - July 11th, 12th - Enfield Community Centre

· Garden Clubs Australia State Rally - October 23rd, 24th – Wallaroo - Copper Coast Garden Club
· Newsletter - WA Iris society

· Moved John Pongrac/Sec Colleen Modra Accepted
Moved John Pongrac, Seconded Colleen Modra that correspondence be received.    CARRIED.

CORRESPONDENCE OUT
· Golden Wedding Anniversary card sent to Edna & John Pongrac
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
· Letter of apology to be send to Garden Clubs of Australia - Rally in October clashes with our show.
· Letter of thanks to Erica for entertaining talk
· John Pongrac moved that Executive organize a speaker from Neutrog for next winter. Seconded Jim Nairn.  CARRIED.

· Pauline Smith moved that speakers be given the option to speak at 7.30 or 8.30pm  Seconded Edna Pongrac.  CARRIED
· Colleen advised that she can have access to John Lamb’s radio show.  Meeting decided to have a FAQ on Iris early in October

· Japanese iris - unavailable this year from Iris Haven.  They also have new address and email

SHOW AND TELL:
Julie Jacobs - iris tissues, apron, card  pictures of artist who makes clothes with a flower theme.
BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday in May to John Alexandrou and Colleen Modra.
JUDGING 
Julie Jacobs recommended that exhibitors practise presentation.  Cork should be trimmed and leaves not below lip of bottle.
There was a recommendation that the list of floral designs for the year be published in the next newsletter.
Julie moved that cultural notes be included with gift rhizomes. Seconded Viv Rush.
SHOW COMMITTEE REPORT
· Potted section to be included but winner will not be eligible for the grand champion prize
· There will be a moving electronic display with mention of all sponsors interspersed with info/pictures about iris

· Girl guides and people who display signs to be given rhizomes as a thank you.

· Fliers for our show to be given to other clubs who are having shows before us.
· Rhizomes for sale at show to be wrapped in butcher’s paper in lieu of plastic bags.
· A painter from Strathalbyn has asked for a stand at show - approved if there is space.

· Rhizomes should be labelled by colour if name is uncertain.

CULTURE NOTES
Colleen Modra – Spuria iris do grow in water.

The Raffle and an Auction of a Japanese plate was held.
Meeting closed at 9.30.
NEXT MEETING

23rd June

NOTES FROM GUEST SPEAKER, ERICA MORGAN, FROM  NEUTROG 

Erica began by outlining a little of the history and activities of Neutrog and its representation at shows and garden clubs.  She also informed us about a new liquid fertiliser product to be released soon GO GO JUICE which is to be a competitor for Seasol
Information about use of Neutrog products

SUDDEN IMPACT FOR ROSES

Endorsed by all major rose gardens around Australia.

It is suitable for all flowering or fruiting plants eg, strawberries, tomatoes, annuals, azaleas.

50gm scoop per rose plant (approx ½ cup). As it is chemically boosted and is a slow release fertilizer, do not place too close to stem. Spread it around a little-50gm/square metre. It can be used as a liquid fertilizer when mixed with water.

Apply in Spring, Summer and Autumn.

Use on established iris.

SEA MUNGUS

It is 100% organic and acts as a tonic and soil conditioner.

Use for Native plants (because of its phosphorus content).

Apply when planting new plants, including iris, to encourage root growth. Add to hole, plant, then sprinkle a little around the top.

Apply Seamungus during dormant period (winter).

Seamungus can also be made into a liquid the colour of weak tea. Add 50 gm to a bucket of water. It will not burn plants and retains moisture.

Can be applied every 8 weeks.

SUDDEN IMPACT FOR LAWNS
This is chemically boosted.

Use on ferns, palms, any green leafy plants or vegetables.

It has a long shelf life so long as it does not get wet. Keep it out of sunlight. Even if it develops a white mould, it can still be used.

RAPID RAISER

Use on absolutely everything as it is cheaper and gives good results.

STRIKE BACK FOR ORCHIDS
Don’t use as much. 

It is endorsed by the Cimbidium Society. It is also suitable for azaleas.

It is suitable for all potted and flowering plants as it has added levels of trace elements.

Spread around the edge of the pot.

BLADE RUNNER/UPSURGE

Is granular and good for lawns and leafy vegetables as it is high in nitrogen.

