SOUTH AUSTRALIAN IRIS SOCIETY

  Minutes of the General Meeting held 24th March 2009 at 7.30 pm

 at the Goodwood Community Centre
WELCOME

The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm
APOLOGIES
Colleen & Les Modra, Roger Bradley, Terry Pomeroy, Betty Parsons, Pat Toolan, Pat Crouch. 

Marg Jenkins advised the meeting that Pat Crouch had been ill.  Members extended their best wishes to Pat.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Moved Neil Smith, Seconded John Pongrac, that the Minutes of the previous Meeting be accepted.  CARRIED.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
No business arising.
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer presented Treasurer’s Report. 
 The Treasurer’s report was accepted. 
Accounts To Be Paid:
· Garden Clubs of Australia

· Aril Society

Moved Trish Langdon, Seconded Pauline Smith that the accounts be paid.  CARRIED.
CORRESPONDENCE IN
· Stirling & Hills Garden Club – seeking speaker for one of their meetings.  Sue & Geoff Stribley agreed to represent the Iris Society and will respond to Stirling & Hills Garden Club.
· Zoo Times

· Quotation on sound system – Geoff Stribley volunteered to acquire further information and quotes.
· WA Iris Society Bulletin

· Festival of Flowers

· City of Unley re Community Access Program

CORRESPONDENCE OUT
Nil.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
· President thanked all members who assisted at the ABC Gardening Expo.  Moved Julia Jacobs, Seconded John Turner that we have a stand again at next year’s event and Colleen Modra again be coordinator.
· Neutrog – re bulk product.  No prices available as yet.  Nell Tanner will collect and pay for product before delivery to members.  Details to be confirmed when information is available from Neutrog.

· Executive Committee Meeting:  Date for next meeting to be set.  No business from first meeting due to the lack of a quorum.

· It was agreed that members’ phone numbers be distributed to the membership to assist when changes and/or swaps are necessary for supper rosters etc.  Moved Joy Maxwell, Seconded John Turner.  CARRIED.
SHOW AND TELL

Edna Pongrac – from Save The Children Shop.  Four coasters depicting irises and a vase with irises hand painted by Phyliis Shillabeer.  Also a painted dish from a secondhand shop in Wallaroo.

An auction of a Floral Stencil Book, including irises was held.  Rosemary Turner was the successful bidder.
JUDGING RESULTS

Cut Flowers:
Bearded Floret:  1st - Nell Tanner, “Autumn Circus”

Multiple Blooms:  1st – Aster, John Turner;  2nd - Easter Lily, John Turner;  3rd – Aster, John Turner
Single bloom:  1st – Rose “Chicago Peace”  – Edna Pongrac;  2nd – Miniature Rose “Champagne”, John Turner;  3rd Petunia - John Turner

Floral Design:
1st Edna Pongrac; 2nd Viv Rush
John Turner, as coordinator of the Judging competition, circulated the judging roster for the year.  
BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday for March to:

Sandra Westbrook, Edna Pongrac, Peg Lane, Joy Maxwell, Trish Langdon, Harold Lane, Pam Hilton, Roger Bradley, Lucy Burg

ATTENDANCE SHEET
Members were reminded to sign the Attendance Sheet.
NEXT MEETING
28th April
GUEST SPEAKER:

Rob Fairweather – Photography

Rob showed the various types of cameras – slimline, compact and SLR –  then spoke on conditions affecting photography.  
Bright sunny conditions are not ideal as these produces distinct areas of over-exposure and dark patches and an overcast day can produce drab photos.  Ideal conditions for taking photographs is on days of intermittent cloud cover.  
The meeting was shown examples of photographs taken in harsh light conditions as compared with subdued light and the fact that colours also improved under cloud.  It was pointed out that the smaller types of cameras did not perform as well in low light conditions.  
Filters can assist in improving subjects in harsh light whilst the histogram function found in many cameras can be used to change exposure.  Reflection from a white surface will assist in softening shadows.

Some tips from Rob for better photography:

· If you have definite vertical lines in your subject, squatting down when taking the photo will avoid the tendency for these lines to appear as though on a lean.  
· To avoid motion blur use a low shutter speed and use a support for the camera.  If no support is available support your arm on your body, breathe out and take the photo while not breathing.  
· Use cropping to get rid of out of focus backgrounds.  

· Always shoot at the highest resolution.  
· When composing your photo use the rule of thirds ie ensure the horizon or main subject is not in the middle of the photo.  A much better shot will result if you give people space in front of them, rather than having them in the centre of the photo.
Examples of Rob’s work can be found on his website:  www.wilddogphotographics.com
The President thanked Rob for his interesting and informative talk.
