SOUTH AUSTRALIAN IRIS SOCIETY

  Minutes of the General Meeting held 23rd June 2009 at 7.30 pm

 at the Goodwood Community Centre
WELCOME: 
The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm
APOLOGIES:

Nell Tanner, Trish Langdon, Joy Maxwell, Peg Lane, Ann Head, Colleen & Les Modra, Marg Jenkins, Pat Crouch, Marlene Gibson, Betty Parsons
MINUTES 

Moved John Pongrac, second Nancye Kopunic that Minutes be accepted.  CARRIED
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
· Neutrog –  As Nell Tanner is absent due to illness the Neutrog product will not be available until next meeting
· New PA System – Now in operation – thanks extended to Geoff Stribley for organising and purchasing this system.
TREASURER’S REPORT
In the absence of the Treasurer the Acting President presented a verbal Treasurer’s Report.

Accounts for payment also presented.

Moved Neil Smith, Seconded Rhonda Burg that accounts be paid.  CARRIED.
CORRESPONDENCE IN
· Garden Clubs of Australia – Notice of AGM
· Enfield Horticultural Society – Spring Show - 12th & 13th September.
· WA Iris Society Newsletter
· “Thank You” card from John & Edna Pongrac for their 50th wedding anniversary card.

Moved John Turner, Seconded Terry Pomeroy that correspondence be received.    CARRIED.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Three books were discussed as possible additions to library:

· The Iris Family.
· BIS Species Oncocyclus
· Breeding Red Irises: The Cartenoid 

To await a verbal recommendation from Pat Toolan before a decision is made on the BIS Species book.  Moved Sandra Westbrook, Seconded Rosemary Turner that any purchases be put on hold until cataloguing of the library has been completed.  CARRIED.  
SHOW AND TELL:
John Turner from op shop – Christopher Vine placemats and coasters depicting dutch iris.

John Turner – “Starkers Pink” variety of unguicularis purchased from Tesselars.
BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday in June to Rosemary Turner and Rhonda Burg, 
JUDGING 
Cuts - Julia Jacobs
Species Iris: 1st John Turner – unguicularis;  2nd John Turner – unguicularis;  3rd Jim Nairn
Single Cut:  1st John Turner - Miniature Rose; 2nd John Pongrac – camellia; 3rd Jim Nairn camellia
Multiple Heads:  1st John Turner – Nerine;  2nd  John Pongrac - Miniature Rose; 3rd Chrysanthemum -John Turner
Query raised re rules for showing of camellias - stems vs flat head in bowl.  To be checked in Judging manual.  
Floral Art - Viv Rush

1st John Turner; 2nd Edna Pongrac

CULTURE NOTES
Sue Stribley – clear all dead leaves and weeds from clumps.  As well as keeping excess moisture off the rhizomes (which otherwise could lead to rot), this also destroys breeding ground for chewing insects.  Fertlise in August/September with Rapid Raiser and also foliar feed with Phostrogen if desired.
AUCTION
Decorative iris plate – purchased by Rhonda Burg
Towel depicting pink iris – Rosemary Turner
NEXT MEETING

28th July
GUEST SPEAKER
Fay Durkin – Chrysanthemum Society

Fay was welcomed to the meeting and she began by briefly outlining her background in chrysanthemums.

After flowering, dig plant and runners, wash off soil, trim root, dip in fungicide.  Grow in full sun, good drainage (raised beds if soil poor) or in pots (10”-12”).  Give plant of air space.  If grown in soil, mix organic compost and manure into the soil.  Ph of 6.5 recommended. 

Planting location – no trees, no lights, stake plants.  
Cuttings should be prepared in July/August and planted into pots or garden in October.

A pot was shown where the chrysanthemum had been cut back and many new individual plants growing throughout the pot.  A prepared soil mix passed around to show texture of soil they are grown in which was very sandy and free draining.

Fay demonstrated planting of cuttings, which were dipped into rooting hormone and planted runners into small pots (which members were very happy to receive).  Best to throw parent plant away once cuttings have been removed.  Fay also showed her “mini hothouse” - a cut off fruit juice container - where cuttings stay for 30 days.  Cuttings are fed when potted up.

There are 12 different types of chrysanthemums plus new Japanese varieties.  Photos were shown depicting various types, eg spiders, pompoms, etc. Laterals can be taken off stems and struck.  Tasmanian climate is ideal for chrysanthemums.
Chrysanthemum Society meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  Details will be forwarded.  Also a Chrysanthemum sale is being held on 17th October at 19 Aberfeldy Ave, Edwardstown.
Thanks were extended to Fay for her talk.
