SOUTH AUSTRALIAN IRIS SOCIETY

  Minutes of the General Meeting held 25th August 2009 at 7.30 pm

 at the Goodwood Community Centre
WELCOME: 
The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm.  The evening commenced with guest speaker, Merilyn Kuchel (report at end of Minutes).
Prior to start of business Colleen Modra requested to speak and advised the meeting that due to health reasons they have sold their current home and will be moving to a smaller property.   The Trial garden can remain at Charleston until May and they will continue with Impressive Irises for the remainder of this financial year.  
APOLOGIES:

Julia Jacobs, Marg Jenkins, Pat Crouch, Nancye Kopunic, Rosemary Turner, Joy Maxwell, Trish Langdon, Natalie Houba, Roger Bradley, Peg Lane, Gwen Alexandrou, Terry Pomeroy
MINUTES 

Moved Sandra Westbrook, seconded Viv Rush that Minutes be accepted.  CARRIED
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
There was no business arising.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.

Moved Ronda Burg, Seconded Pauline Smith that Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  CARRIED.
Accounts for payment detailed.  Moved Pauline Smith, Seconded Neil Smith that accounts be paid.  CARRIED.
CORRESPONDENCE IN
· SA Cottage Garden Club – Annual Display Day Saturday 3rd October
· Burra Regional Art Gallery – Open Gardens & Art Display – 31st October & 1st November
· British Iris Society Newsletter
· NSW Iris Society Newsletter
· Neutrog – offer of speaker for club meetings
· Murray Bridge Orchid Club Show – 18th-20th September

· Geranium & Pelargonium Show – 17th & 18th October, St Peters Town Hall
· Goodwood Community Centre – Annual Cultural Night 28th August

Moved John Turner, Seconded Shirley Gordon that correspondence be received.    CARRIED.

CORRESPONDENCE OUT

· Get Well card sent to Natalie Houba

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
John Turner spoke of their recent visit Sunbury and offered to show their photos taken in a garden with a large range of diversified plant species at an upcoming Society meeting.  To be considered by Executive when planning next year’s program. 
BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday in August to Nell Tanner, Margaret Douglass, Nancye Kopunic, Terry Pomeroy, Neil Smith
SHOW & TELL:

Shirley Gordon showed her cross-stitched irises which she has now had framed.
Nell Tanner showed a beautiful stained glass iris “Welcome” hanging which she purchased from a chemist.
JUDGING  - Cuts (Judge Sue Stribley)
Bearded Iris Stem:  1st Sandra Westbrook – “Royal Remembrance”
Dutch Iris Stem:  1st John Turner

Species Iris:  1st Ronda Burg - Evansia

Iris Floret:  1st Colleen Modra - PC

Stem Iridaceous Species: 1st John Turner – freesia; 2nd John Turner - freesia; 3rd John Turner - freesia
Cut Garden Bloom – multiple floret:  1st John Turner - Miniature Rose; 2nd Shirley Gordon – pink

Single Cut garden bloom:  1st Jim Nairn – Camellia; 2nd Colleen Modra – Daffodil; 3rd Jim Nairn - ranunculus
Floral Art (Judge Edna Pongrac)
1st Jim Nairn; 2nd Viv Rush

NEXT MEETING

22nd September
GUEST SPEAKER
Merilyn Kuchel – Mediterranean Garden Society
(Climate Compatible Gardening)
The Mediterranean Garden Society was formed almost 10 years ago and whilst it is an international society (founded in Greece), South Australia is the only Australian branch.  It is a group of 150 members, comprising designers, professional gardeners and enthusiastic amateur gardens.  Their current project is the Garden of Discovery at Waite Institute and Merilyn showed slides of work in progress.
The Mediterranean Garden Society promotes climate compatible gardening.  We should learn to make the best use of the water we have and gain a knowledge of the plants that will survive long hot summers. 
Historically our gardens have tended to be modelled on English gardens but these are not suitable gardening for our climate.  The characteristics of a mediterranean garden are:  hot dry summers with little rain, located on the western side of the continent or landmass adjacent to the ocean, short springs, lengthy autumns, mild winters with variable rainfall, short deciduous period, sunny days, even in winter, high solar radiation, nutrient poor soils.  Merilyn showed a map depicting typical mediterranean climates throughout the world eg Israel, Iran, North Africa, Turkey, etc which are more typical of what our gardens should be modeled on.  
There is no limit to style and design but there is a limit to the plants which can be used. Plants with tough leathery leaves are drought tolerant, eg proteas, eucalypts.  Plants with grey leaves reflect light, and plants such as bottle trees, pony tail palms and succulents store their own water. Various slides were shown depicting suitable plants.  It’s good to have shady areas for plants and lawn is ok as long as you don’t mind it drying off in summer.  
When designing with these plants:  create shade – trees, structures, sails; groundcovers reduce soil dehydration; trees reduce sun glare and evaporation and retain air humidity; shade is refreshing for plants as well as people; create tunnels; zone or group plants according to their similar water needs. 

Create a garden structure – combination of soft (plants) and hard (man made) elements.  A strong structure will look good even when plants are not at their best.  Slides depicted alternatives to lawn, paving of various types, gardens and mulched areas.    Create structures such as walls, etc to create interest in the garden when plants are not at their best.  Include sculptures, pots, coloured furniture, painted surfaces and walls, water features, terraces and changes in levels.  Don’t rely on flowers for colour.
Bring water to garden in birdbaths, water in pots, bowls for coolness and relaxed sound.  Have some plants that change through the season, eg spring blossom and autumn foliage, deciduous plants.  Plant early flowering bulbs in a mediterranean garden - northern hemisphere bulbs require at least 6 weeks of cold and wet weather.  By the time we get to October the weather has warmed and the bulbs don’t get chance to develop properly.
The Mediterranean Garden Society has a weed policy and members look out for plants with weed potential - be careful about growing plants which may escape. 
Merilyn was thanked for her interesting and informative talk.

