SOUTH AUSTRALIAN IRIS SOCIETY

  Minutes of the General Meeting held 28th April 2009 at 7.30 pm

 at the Goodwood Community Centre
WELCOME

The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm
APOLOGIES

Betty Parsons, Pat Crouch, Colleen Modra, Nancy Kopunic, Rosemary Turner, John & Edna Pongrac, Terry Pomeroy
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Moved John Turner, Seconded Trish Langdon that the Minutes of the previous Meeting be accepted.  CARRIED.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
· Neutrog orders.  Information has been circulated and an order form was tabled for members to fill in their requirements.  Nell to collect, delivery to be arranged.
· Business from Executive Committee meeting:  
· Judging Manual:  Information on the draft manual is being circulated to a number of personnel for comment however it was agreed, to avoid any confusion, that one person should be nominated to be spokesperson.  Colleen Modra has agreed to be SA spokesperson for comments on the judging manual.

· Guest speakers for year have been finalized.

· Neutrog have requested members’ email addresses for promotional purposes.  Members were asked to indicate on the order form if they will permit their email address being given to Neutrog.

· Plastic bag ban – Show committee to discuss alternative arrangements.

· President has spoken to the cycling group re their finishing time on Tuesday evenings.  Matter should be resolved by June meeting.

· Christmas function.  It was felt the Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens option may prove awkward with distance to carry food, chairs etc from carpark.  It was agreed that this year’s Christmas function would be held at Yarrabee.
· Dates have been set for future executive meetings.

· Alternatives for setting up of library to avoid having to get out large amounts of books and magazines each month were discussed although no resolution made.  

· Microphone: Geoff Stribley reported on his investigations into PA systems and recommended the purchase of a Chiayo Focus 505.  Cost would be $950 for lapel microphone and base receiver, plus additional microphone (corded or wireless), carry bag and rechargeable batteries.  Moved Julia Jacobs, Seconded Pauline Smith that we purchase a Chiayo Focus 505, including lapel microphone and wireless microphone and carry bag up to a cost of $1,500.  CARRIED.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer’s Report was presented to the meeting.
Moved Marg Jenkins, Seconded Sandra Westbrook that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  CARRIED.

Money will need to be transferred from Power Saver account to cheque account to cover the purchase of a PA system.  Moved John Turner, seconded Trish Langdon that $1,500 be transferred. CARRIED.
The Treasurer reminded members that subs were now due.  Any members who have not paid their subs by the next meeting will be removed from the mailing list.
Accounts To Be Paid:
British Iris Society subscription:  Moved Ann Head, Seconded Rhonda Burg that 3 year subscription be renewed. CARRIED.

American Iris Society subscription:  $60 for 3 years.  Moved John Turner, Seconded Julia Jacobs that 3 year subscription be renewed..  CARRIED.
CORRESPONDENCE IN
· Reblooming Iris Recorder

· Zoo Times

· Friends of Botanic Gdsn Gazette

· NZ Iris Society Bulletin

· Neutrog Feedback

· WA Iris Society minutes

· NSW Region Newsletter

· British Iris Society newsletter
· City of Unley: Information night on depression
· African Violet Society:  annual show – 2nd & 3rd May

· SA Regional Orchid Council: Orchid Fair – 6th & 7th June

· Australian Plants Society:  native plants sale – 2nd & 3rd May

· SA Chrysanthemum Society: annual show – 2nd & 3rd May

· Royal Zoological Society of SA – receipt for Animal Adoption & vouchers
Motion that correspondence be received.  Moved Joy Maxwell, Seconded Sandra Westbrook.  CARRIED.
CORRESPONDENCE OUT
Chrysanthemum Society – confirming speaker for June Meeting
Stirling & Hills Garden Club – confirming we will provide speaker for their September meeting.
Motion that correspondence out be accepted: Moved Trish Langdon, Seconded John Turner.  CARRIED.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Gifts for guest speakers:  Executive Meeting has discussed this issue and suggested we purchase “Iris Society” pens and/or give 2 x iris rhizomes at a cost to the Society of $10 per month.  Moved Neil Smith that two rhizomes be purchased from growers at a cost of $10 as gifts for speakers. Seconded John Turner.  CARRIED.     
SHOW AND TELL

Julia Jacobs:  Marble trinket box with iris on the lid purchased from Habitat in Blackwood, and a pottery trinket box from a secondhand shop in Blackwood.  Also showed iris cards given as birthday gift. Also advertising material for a fashion parade being held at the Adelaide Show (all costumes are flowers) which depicts an iris dress and hat.
Joy Maxwell:   Iris placemates glued on painted canvas to craete a picture.
Viv Rush:   Engagement ring.  The meeting extended its congratulations to Viv and Roger Bradley on their engagement.
BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday for April to John Turner, Julia Jacobs, Pat Crouch, Viv Rush
ATTENDANCE SHEET
Members were reminded to sign the Attendance Sheet.
JUDGING RESULTS

Floral Art:
1st  John Turner

Cuts:

1st:  Jim Nairn – Protea;  2nd Julia Jacobs – Leucodendron;  3rd John Turner - Carnation  

Multiple heads:  
1st John Turner - Geranium Catalina;  2nd Jim Nairn - Iceberg rose, 3rd John Turner - Chrysanthemum Kelvin Rose pompom
Iris Stem:  
1st Rhonda Burg - Double Shot
NEXT MEETING
26th May
GUEST SPEAKER:

David Cooke – Weeds and Feral Plants

David Cooke from Natural Resource Management Biosecurity, Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation was introduced to the meeting.

David presented a slide show depicting gardens and areas with plants which are either well known as weeds, or garden plants which have become weeds, and spoke of their impact on gardens and the environment.

Invasive plants are ones which have escaped from cultivation and naturalized, spread and become weeds – wild plants that have negative economic, environmental and health impacts; impacts severe enough to require control, impacts on agriculture, horticulture, forestry, and ecosystems.
Examples of garden plants which now threaten the environment are Italian lavender, diosma (eg has naturalised near Pt Lincoln), olive (seeds spread by emus, foxes and birds), holly (feral in Mt Lofty area), bridal creeper, bulbs such as sparaxis, ixia, watsonia etc.
A few iris species have escaped although none are classed as weeds.  Iris albicans is prolific in paddocks in the Barossa Valley, having been brought out in the 19th century for orris root.

Some of Australia’s native plants have become “weeds” overseas, eg acacias, hakeas and grevilleas.

There are 2,000 species of weeds in Australia, with 400 species declared noxious in one or more states.  Weeds cost agriculture $4 billion per year and invasive species are the second greatest threat to the environment behind clearing.

Most weeds have been grown in gardens at some time since colonization although most garden plants have not become weeds.  Of 77,000 plants introduced to Australia since 1788 3,000 have naturalised.  800 of these are regarded as problem weeds in native vegetation and approx 425 would be significant as weeds in primary production.  About 25,000 of the introduced species have been grown in gardens and 4% are now significant as weeds.

Pasture plants also have weedy traits.  They compete and have high seed production or vegetative spread.

An extensive list of problem plants was given however the cost involved to eradicate the weeds would quite often exceed the market value of land.

The Government has regulations to enforce control and land managers and government are working together.  There are 8 NRM Boards in SA and plants may be declared for the whole or just part of the state.  Weed risks are assessed using three factors:

· Risk assessment:  invasiveness, impact and potential distribution.  

· Impact:  reduce establishment yield and quality of desired plants, affect health of animals and people, affect environmental health.

· Feasibility of control:  costs, persistence, current distribution.
The meeting thanked David for his presentation.
